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The Last Glacial began about 70,000 years ago ; several mild oscil
lations of varying lengths and amplitudes interrupted this cold 
period. In the Eastern Mediterranean, repeated evidence of stagna
tion in the upper part of the Last Glacial, distinguishes late from 
earlier glacial deposits. In Western Mediterranean cores, stagnation 
of the deep water was not detecte~. 

One Ionian Sea core penetrates and ends in sediments deposited during 
the Last Interglacial : 18/16o determinations of planktonic foramini
fers and pteropods suggests that mean surface-water temperatures during 
this time were similar to those of the Holocene. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean the percentage of warm water planktonic 
foraminifers and pteropods is higher than in Western Mediterranean 
throughout the time interval represented by the studied cores. 

Biostratigraphic correlations accompanied by radiometric datings indi
cate that climatic oscillations in the Mediterranean were synchronous 
with those in the Atlantic Ocean and Red Sea. 
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