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(Laborato~y of Marine Geology of Moscow State University)

Several geological objeots studied by author in the East
Mediterranean are of a defiu"ite interest for the eharacteristic
of Messinian in this area.Am.ong them men-tion should be made of
little known sections of the Messinian stage established in

the Nahr-El-Kabiriver basin near the townAl-Lathegieh in Sy­

ris. Ocourring conformably on Tortonian deposits,the Messi~

nian 18 represented from the ~ottom upwards by: I)compaot 11­
mestones,ooquina detritus o~ bioherm (serpulid) limestones,
interconneoted by mutual transitions; ." 2) orystalline and la..
minated finegrained gypsum with bands of stromatolite -lime~

stones,marls.detritio limestones.The sequence ls crowned by

stroma~olites forming looally at the plaoes of a washout a
characteristic "pavement" of large semîspheres - 1;0 I.5--2 m
in diame1ier.The-total thiok:riess of the Messinian does not
exceed 40-50 m.Usually,with traoes of an interval -the Messi..

nian 18" overlain by Lower P1100ene gray olaya (transgressive
series of deep bays and estruaries) ."The oomplex of foramini....
fers of Messinian age inai.udes: Glob1gerina bulloidee d'Orb.,

G.paoh.yderma (Ehrenb.) J G.,aperiiiira OUshm.' 1 Globigerinella si-

12honifera. (d'Orb.),Glob1f?erinoides 4p. t Globorotalia. a,Eertu­
~ PeJJzani';Porosononion subgranosus (Egger) ,Elphidium macellwn
(F. et M.) ,E. aouleatum (D'Orb.) ,Asterigerina plaorbis d'Orb.,

Streblus beocarii (Linnë),QB!ngue+oou11na consorbina (d'Orb.)
Bolovina d'latata Reuss,Bulimina, echinata d'Orb.(determina~

tions by V.A."Krashen1nnikov).

The Messinian of Al-La-thegieh region beoame formed,appa­
rently,in a shallow lagoon separated from the main basin by a
sill of Cretacepus and Paleogene rocks; theiD lithologioal
features- as well as the"faunistio complex warrant an ass~

ption of this lagoon having been filled by waters of a normal
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salinity at the time when a connection has been reestabli-­

shed between the r~!ess~nian lake-sea and the ooean and during

the repeated evaporations of the lagoon vater d'Uring the

periods of a general drop in the level of the lake...sea,~hEn

this aonnection became interrupted and the main basin sub­

jected to dessication.
Tllè valley of Nahr-EI--Aasi COront) river beginning in

Syria and flovtLng into the AtIeditérranean in Tur~ey, repre­
sented during the Messinian a deep canyon formed on Miocene
grabens. Owing to an ·'·instantaneous·t Pliocene ingression it
became a deep es1iuary" and got filled ~r a thick (500....600 m)

mass of o,l~s coniïaining numerous fauna remains of ,a Plai­
sanoian outlook.

New drilling data in the Nile valley confirm its great

depth during the Messinian indioating the extent ta whioh the

wtiter lavel fell in the Messinian lake-sea at the periods of

greatest desiocation~ not less than I.5-2 km ~ suggesting the
existence in the Upper Tortonian of a deep depression in the
place of the Levantian sea.

The presen~e of Messinian evaporites on Crete and Cyp­
rus data of deep drilling as vieIl as extensive material
supplied by continuous seismic profi11ng make it possible to
regard the enti.re eastern basill of the 1Iediterranean as an
area of an extersive distribution here of Messinian deposits
formed at greatly varying bJ'psometric levels (from nearly

o to minus 2--3 km) and complicated by active post-l~essinian

vertioal movements' of different signs.
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