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ABSTRACT: WNew findings of Q. forbesi in the Adriatic sea
are raported. The ecology and morphological variations of the
species are discussed.

RESUMiS: Localités nouvellesd” O. forbesi dans la Mer Adria-
tique, son écologie et variations morphologiques sont
discutés.

Although the Island of Vis is the type locality for
Ophioconis forbesi, it was not found in the Adriatic since
Heller (1862, 1868) and Grube (1864). Only recently, twelve
specimens were sampled in the MNorth Adriatic by the author in
the vicinity of Rovinj and Riijeka, in the Channel of Unije
and near the Island of Lo3inj. This species is reported also

rom the western Mediterranean and eastern Atlantic (Xoehler
1924, Cherbonnier 1958, Tortonese 1965, Cherbonnier & Sibuet
1972, Fredj 1974).

It seems that in the Adriatic Sea, 0. forbesi prefers
sandy and detritic bottoms with less sedimentation, in the
depth of about 30-50 meters. Our specimens were caught at
the temperatures of 11.0 - 15.9°C and the salinity of 37.18 -
38.33 ©/oo. Population densities could not be established.

The live specimens ars usually clav-vellowish, with
dark brown or red-brown snots and rings on aboral side of the
disc and the arms. The d.d. of the specimens studied measure
petween 5-7.5 mm. Proximally, there are three to four
tentacular scales, which number reduces to typically two
scales only on fourth or fifth arm article. Proximal 6-13
articles carry 6 (exceptionally 7) bkrachial spines, while
distally only five spines are present. Similar variations
of tentacular scales and brachial spines were noted also in
specimens taken in cther localities (A.M. Clark, G. Cherkon-
nier, . Tortonese - private communications).
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Table I.: dMew findings of Ophioconis forbesi in the
' North Adriatic

C.forbesi

Locality Station Date Depth Bottom -
(m) (Hlo.sHm.)
Rovinj 253 14.04.1960 27 Coastal detritic 1
partly mixed with
ooze
Rovinj 11 22.05.1961 32 Coastal detritic 2
Unije 43/1 24.07.1971 47 Sandy 1
Unije 44/1 24,07.1971 52 Sandy 1
LoSinj L1 23.02.1974 28 Sendy 5
LoSinj L1 22.05.1974 28 Sandy 1
Rijeka 17 24.11.1976 38 Coastal detritic 1
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