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Slunrnary. In the bEtthyal zone of t11e Sou thadria tic 'pj. t, vIe iciel1 t i­
fied three genera of Cephalopods, each re9resented in this
area by one s'necies, that 11ave not yet been found. in t~he

Adriatic Sea al though their presen.ce was suspected. rT'~h.e

s:)ecies col.lected are: Rossia ~11acrosom8, (Del.J.e Chia~je,

1829), ScaeurrfSUS ·unicirrh.us ( Orl)i"gny, 1839) anci .~?terocto­
PlIS tetra,cirrhllS (De~l.le Cl1ié1je, 1830).

t(éSltrné. _Dans l'étage b8.. th:Y'f1.1 de le3- fosse cie ]_'P...dri8~tiqlJe ~.31J_d, n.oiJ.s
avons identifié trois genres de CénhaloDodes jusau'~ pré­
sent inconnus dans la lVler l1.driatiqlle, 'bien. que leur l}ré­
sence fut soupçonnée. Dans cette r~gion, chacun des trois
:FSenres est représenté pa.r une seule esnèce. Il s 1 g,.gi t
d.··'e RassiR ffiD,cr1osoma. (IJelle Ctliaje, lé3?9), ~jca,etlrgtls.,11ni­
cirrllus .(d'Orbigny, 1839) et de PteroctoDLlS tetra.cirrh.us
(Delle Chiaje, 1830). .

Althoug~h the -<A.driatic as 8, v/hale is one of" trle ·best in.\Testigatecl

are8,s, Ol:tr lcnowJ.edge of the bio]_o;:sY of th.e b8~th.Y8.1 f::3.u.n8. of t:h.e

Southadriatic pit i8 still limited. We assumed that in this area,

which i8 connected with the Eastern Mediterranean, more species or

genera of Ce·ph8.1opods may exist th8.,Y1 ea,Tlier i11vesti{sa tion.s had l'8­

vealed.

We collected material from 25 stations, covering a wide area of

the Southadriatic pit, at depths rangi~from 50 ta 500 meters.

Trial-catches were carried out at a speed of 2.5 Nm per hour. Du­

ring seasonal investigations over a few vears (1972:l974), we could

identify three genera of Cephalopods tha,t d.re new for the Adriatic

Sea. Eac'h genus is re'presented by a sin[~le species in tl1e ba.thyal

zone of the Southadriatic pit.

Actually, 32 species of Cephalopods are known from the Adriatic;

29 were already listed by Gamulin-Brida and Ilijanic (1972).
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Among the Sepioidea, "vve have recorded tl-.te ;genus Rossia wi th the

species ROBsia ..m~9_~oso~~_ (Delle Chiaje, 1829) and arnong the Octo­

poda, vIe found Scaeur&;U-s unicirr:hlls (cl 1 Orbi.gny, 1839) and Pterocto­

pus tetracirrhus (Delle Chiaje, 1830).

Hossia macrosoma. This species is cammon in the Western Mediterra­

nean. It oceurs also'in the Eastern ~editerranean, the North Sea

and the North Atlantic,where it 8eems ta live in the circa1ittoral

zone. In the Jouthadriatic area, it was not found in depths less

than 200 m. In the investigated part of tne bathyal zone (200 - 500:

i t OCCl.lrS a t every depth. In one _haul, we cau~gh t Ul) to 10 SI)ecirnens

and catches without this s'pecies were ra,re. The maximum mantle

length was 6.5 cm; most snecimens had a mantle length of 4 - 5 cm.

The average wei t was 37.1 g. The species was usually collected

top:et·h.eI' vIi th Eledon.E:mosc118jta, Ille~-soindetii g,Yld Todarodes ~agi t·

tatus.

ScaeurrJ~lJ..s ltnicirrhlls. ;r·hi.s s'üecies \vas only found on tb.e profile

"I/louth of~ ~8ojanart - 0"gen sea, st depths of ~?OO- 400 m. \Ve collected

2 ta ?) S oecimens -qer b.artl; tJle ave~cage vveiE;h t o~f the a.nim8J-s vIas

65.1 g. ;:)ccteUr~~~3 uYlic.irrhus vvas U811.ally caut:;J1t together wi th f{ossi

macrosom.a, IIJ_ex coindetii and ~rodarodes sagi 't.~~~us.

;·jterocto1)ll~3 tetY·8,cirrhl:Ls. 'rhis is tr1e less abundant snecies in the

bathyal zone of the Southadriatic pit. We never collected more than

one sneCilnel1. "Oel'1 llct;J.l. Irl tl1.e V\11101e area, the species lives be-cvleen.

200 and 400 m. The average weight of the animaIs was 285 g. They

were usuall~ collected together with Eledone moschata and Il1ex

coindetii.

These three 8necies, new for the Adriatic Sea, seem ta oceur only

in the bathyal zone.
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