
 

QUALITATIVE COMPOSITION OFPELAGIC FISH IN THE GULF OF TRIESTE 

Mario Bu.ssan;i. - r/Iarine Park of IVIire.::are- Trieste 34014, Italy 

Abstract. 
From observations effected in the Gulf of Trieste 1 it was 
possible to accertain that the pelagie stock is mainly co2 
possed of three species: Sardina -:::::ilchardus 74,5%, EngrauJ.is 
encrasicholus 18,7%, Sprattus s--c:re.ttus 5,2~. The appearan 
ce of other species in the composition of the shoals is of 
no economie importance. 

Resurné. 
La composition qualitative de la yêche pelagique dans le 
Golfe de Trieste est celle qui -i·:!.teresse davantage la faune 
existente cencernante les poisso::::s. Elle est capturée pen 
dant les mois qui vont d'avril è_ octobre, avec des filets du 
genre "saccaleva", et ceux à charge (remarque) du genre "LaE 
sen". Les bancs des espèces principales: Sardina nilchar
dus 7 4, 5%, Engraulis encrasichoL;.s 18, 7%, Snrattus snrattus 
5,2%, ont eté suivis par deux avions pendant leurs déplace
ments, tandis que la composition qualitative mélangée aux 
Clupeidi est variée mais peu abo21dante et entièrement occa 
sionelle. 

l_ntroduo-~_?;_gn. In relation to ths systernatic observations ca 
rried out in the Gulf of Trieste for a rational exploi~atfun 
of the marine resources, we started out by localizinc the 
summer distributione of Clupeidi and proceded with establi
shing the qualitative composition of the shoals. 
Methods employed: Through aereal observations with two Cess 
na aircaraft ( I - AL1\.P a..11d I - AL;:_'.r) vve followed the movements 
of the C. shoals throughout the S'Js;:mer period. Lat er •ni th 
fishing boa.ts we captured speci:r::-_ens for examination và·tn trarl 
nets and seine nets. The two fis~·üng methods produced more 
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or less the same re sul ts which are as follov;s: Sardina nil 
chardus 7 4, 5~, En,c::re.ulis encresicholus 18, 7~:., Sprattus sprat 
tus 5. 27~. The remaining 1, 6% is rnainly cornposed of peJBgi.c 
species not resident in the Gulf of Trieste which usucilly ag 
gregate to the Clupeidi shoals for trophic factors. 
Amongst the selachians \Ve observed: Alopias vulpinus, r.Iuste 
lus, Prionace glauca, Soualus ac~~thias. 
Arr.o:ngst Osteichtyes: Sardinella 2.uri ta, Alosa fallax nilo ti 
ca, Salmo gairdneri, Argentina snyraena, Belone belone acus, 
Odontogadus merlanp:us euxinus, Trisopterus minuts ca.nelanus, 
Luvarus imperialis. Zeus faber, Polyprion americanus, Pagel 
lus erytrhinus, Boons boons, Sarna salpa, Snicara maena,Tra 
churus trachurus, Trachurus mediterraneus, Seriola dumerli 1 

Naucrates ductor, Lichia amia, Centrolophus niger, Stroma
teus fiatola, Ranzania laevis, T·iiola mola. 

Conclusions. During the pelagie fishing car~ied out in the 
Gulf of Trieste three species of Clupeidi in dominant com:p2_ 
sitiones vvere observed,while 
Gulf appear ~poradically and 
value. 
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other untypical species in the 
have no economie or com111ercial 
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