QUALITATIVE COMPOSITION OF PELAGIC FISH IN THE GULF OF TRIESTE

llario Bussanl-harlne Parkof Mirzmare — Trieste 34014, Italy

Abstract. , ‘

From observations effected in thz Gulf of rlestey it was

pessible to accertain that the pelagic stock is mainly com
ilchardus 74, 5% Engradhs

possed of three species: Sardine
encrasicholus 18,7%, Sorattus svrattus 5,2%. The appearan
ce of other species in the compcsition of the shoals is of
no economic importance.

Resumé, A

Lz composition qualitative de lz nEche pelagique dans le
Golfe de Trieste est celle qui iznteresse davantage la faune
existente cencernante les poissons. Elle est capturée pen
dant les mois qui vont d'avril 2 octobre, avec des filets du
genre “"saccaleva", et ceux & cherzge (remargue) du genre "Lar
sen". Les bancs das espéces principales: Sardina pilchar-
dus 74,5%, Engraulis encrasicholus 18,7%, Svrattus sprattus
,5,2p, ont eté suivis par deux avicns pendant leurs déplace-
ments, tandis que la composition cualitative mélangée aux
Clupeidi est variée mais peu ebondante et entieérement occa
“sionelle,

Introduction. 1In relation to ths systematic observations ca
rried out in the Gulf of Trieste for a ratiomnal erL01uauwn
of the marine resources, we started out by localizing  the
summer distributione of Clupeidi and proceded with establi-
shing the gualitative oon0081ti“n of the shoals.

Methods employed: Through aereal observations with two Cesg
na aircaraft (I -AILAP and I —-AL:7V) we followed the movemeits
of the C. shoals throughout the summer period. Later with
fishing boats we captured specirens for examination with tral
nets and seine nets. The two fishing methods produced more
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or less the same results which are as follows: Sardina pil
chardus 74,5%, Engreulis encrasicholus 18,7¢, Sprattus sprat
tus 5.2%. The remaining 1,6% is meinly composed of pelagic
species not resident in the Gulf of Trieste which usudllyag
gregate to the Clupeidi shoals for trophic factors.

Amongst the selachians we observed: Alovias vulpinus, luste
lus, Prionace glauca, Scualus aczsnthias,

Amongst Osteichtyes: Sardinella szurita, Alosa fallax niloti
ca, Salmo gairdneri, Argentina snyraena, Belone belone acus,
Odontogadus merlangus euxinus, Trisopterus minuts cavelanus,
Luvarus imperialis, Zeus faber, Polyvrion americanus, Pagel
lus erytrhinus, Boops boops, Sarva salpa, Svicara maena,Tra
churus trachurus, Trachurus mediterraneus, Seriola dumerli,
Naucrates ductor, Lichia amia, Centrolophus niger, Stroma-

teus fiatola, Ranzania laevis, liola mola.

~Conclusions. During the pelagic Fishing carried out in the

Gulf of Trieste three species of Clupeidi in dominant comypo
sitiones were observed,while other untypical species in the
Gulf appear sporadically and have no economic or commercial

value. ‘ .
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