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More than 300 publications containing references to the fauna of 

the eastern mediterranean islands have appeared in scientific journals 

since 1978. This report concerns mainly the islands of Greece since 

they are the majority among the islands of the eastern Mediterranean. 

A large number of these references, more than 100, are not 

exclusively devoted to the fauna of the islands but include revisions 

of species or families or papers on the fauna of Greece or larger 

regions. However, they were included in this report wince the 

researcher who wishes to find references on the presence of a 

~articular group in the islands will find them useful. 

Of those references that are exclusively devoted .to the fauna of 

the islands, the majoritv (3n%), deal with the island of Crete. Crete 

is after Cyprus, the second largest island of the eastern Mediterranean 

and the largest in Greece. It also attracts a very large number of 

tourists. Some of them certainly combine their vacation with collecting 

or observing the fauna of Crete. This fact is also e"ident from the 

large number of references from Rhodes and Corfu which are also 

traditional tourist centers~It must be noted here that the majority 

of papers o~ the fauna of Greece comes from non-Greek researchers, 

mainly German- speaking. 

The Cyclades islands, a group of more than 20 medium size and many 

more smaller islands, has also attracted many researchers ( 17% of the 

refe.rences). The Ionian islands on the western coast of Greece concern 

15% of the references. The most studied island of the Ionians is 

Corfu which is also the most visited. The Dodecanese in the south-east 

Aegean concern 13% of the references. The largest island of this group 

is Rhodes which has also most of the references. Finally, 11% of the 

references are about the fauna of the larger islands of the north and 

east Aegean, 5% about the Northern Sporades group and 3% about the 

islands of the Saronic gulf near Athens. 

If we look at the groups of animals studied, the birds involve 13% 

of the total number of references. A large percent of these references 

concern the biology ana ecology of Falco eleonorae and Calonectris 

diomedea by a group of German res·earcher~ in unspecified islets of 

the Aegean. Many references (11%), have been written about the reptiles 

and amphibians of the eastern mediterranean islands. These groups 

show interesting patterns of speciation. For example, Cyrtodactylus 

kotschyi has 35 subspecies in the Aegean. The Coleoptera, the .largest 

group, concerns 10% of the references while the Lepidoptera concern 

9% and the Mollusca 8%. Finally, the remaining 49% of the references 

scattered among the other groups of animals. 

An interesting observation is that although the number of articles 

has increased dramatically over the last thirty years, their content 

has not changed significantly. Most of them are descriptions of new 

species or new records for the islands. Only a small number are 

concerned with zoogeographical relations and even fewer offer 

explanations for the presence of some species in particular islands. 

Although recent evidence on the palaeozoogeography of the islands has 

thrown some light on their evolution, we are still lacking the ecologi

cal, prtlaeoecological, evolutionary, genetic and geological data that 

will enable us to provide a firm synthesis of the insular fauna of 

past and present. 
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l.<1 proS!l8C"Ci.6P hri.ol.Or:·i_cr-1 rea.l:i.zncl;::~ :;:ol'rP. r')(i 01tr.i.n:'1.R;P.n 1~ Sif"'

rrR Norte dP Na:tlorc:3,di6 como :rP.:=>ttlt;1clo (')1_ h0lla7.:'':-0 dP. 1g esp~

cies(1lJ mPsp·:of= v J1 b~DAf:i.cas).Se nntir6 11n {ndi_c/1 relai-.ivo de 

cohnr1:nr;') 0.11 e] r.r;qmo Yt?.rti.c:-11 r0:!1P\0ndido nntrr- l;1. hr"~S'?. del 

tronco v unFI all:nra ch-~ 1(:() cm.c.J-tvidido ?rbi.tr~.:r·i.<'nont:c c•t tr~f' 

tP.ndencias qne pres en tan las es~eci.r1s en 1 R oct•PC>ci6n de las d}.-

Se he; e le{':ido un encinar de let Sier1"n Nor l:e de Nil. ll oren, con

cretamente el d<>l prerlio de Son '·'i>ssip(UTi·l i!!~ 880:>l.si.l;uado a 

unos 000 111etros sohr~ el niv0l. de] liHl.r. 

Cada una d'? 1;:::\.S pqci.nas SP. h:~ invqntRT.~:ado riel si.t~.li .. AntP. morln: 

Se estrntiricn ql tronco 0n trns partes,siro1iendo la clAsicn zo

naci6n por Ju'\hitats(Vcm Ove 19211):h<~se(O-h0cm),suhm8dinnn(11Cl-8() 

em) y merli_n(80-l(}ocm). 

Se anotnron,in situ,pFirn cadn ''''"'de estns zonr1s.los tres bri6-

fi tos con mA.s r~Cltbrimien i:o y los ::tcompafian t:es. 

La elaboraci6n de los datos si(T,ue la· metodolo,,_.{a de Sb,d1ar(198-

2).s., ohtnvo,con el analisis c]., P.stos,el valor cl<> impo:Vtancia 

(IV)de las especies <>n cada estrato,el cun.l nos inf'orma del pa

pel,en cada h'bitat,de las esp~ctes con m's cobertura. 

Pore l.J:_~ !~·:J..~, &~ •la £~~pJ:~~. ~.l_o~~l?_Drli_~ il Uc ebrtll~. §_cor

£iri~ circin;,turn v T<:nrrn.:nchi'.!_lll_ ~~r_:!:_di~~:.-~'2: se encuentran loca

lizadas P.n la ha:Sf'".! de.l_ troncn,s-i_GlH:lo sus f"rpr.nP.nc;_PIR e IV m·uy 

hajos pnr lo ~Aneral. 

_1i.."':.~:2.~ .:~~.:e.~-~~~t::.?~': nr~~P.rt·f::::1,en 1.a has~ del t,--onco,valores re-

lativos dt1 coberturD al_tos,si_endo -='r.P.senr.:i.r.t P.n la ?.;Olla snbme-

T.,Ptl("'~<!~"'2 :=;~;_,1-roi.:~s_.!:'~I?.~-0~: ~~.:..~~~~~-i.:_ .. :'_::--_i;I."!_<:_!_1:~~~-n: .~'?-~;_0::;2~1-' 

!£.~ula la<>vi.n5.1<!: ~r to.F<Jl.~ rJ.ati.~Jprlln s<> hallan <> lo larg·o de 

los 1;reo; estratos deli.lll;_tados v su 1V es muv l>a.io en torlos cllos. 

Las resta1•tes esper:i.es 1 , de mayor :f:rP.r.:ttencia e:·loh!3.}., 1;j enel"l im

norl:anh,;s {nclices dn cohnrtPri'l r<>lativn(rv) ""•"l Ol1enos,11no de 

los estr'11:os .. ~.:_l...lnr!_~~ _d_~l_"_t."'_f~ . .': y !}_:::_1~1:'~t:2:.i.:£~ .£?:.:':::2.:~~~ presBn

t<=tn 1111 TV 1nf';~ nl"l:o n nt?djd:l fl11A noR alP.inmos riP lc bnse ciel tron-

co,per:fil ecoltS:~i.co di:ft?rente de Jlvl?~~ .~.:12.~:.?_\f'~~I'.!~~~,Jl_o_!~~~~-~

d'!...!:: SP.r}_£Z.l~ v }.:L_~t}~~ !:?_._!_~!..!.!.!..l.?~Y~~:.t_,qne dismintlV8n su importa-:-;

cia a l. aproximnrnos a ln zona Slll1f?o1-i.or dP.l tronco. 

Las trAs zonas en """ se hn dividido el tronco de 2~~ ~::. 

presentf1n dj "fernncias en Rl 1""~1J.''1~ro P. :i.mportr.~ncicl cl0 ln.s especies 

rrut6 cle 1'1s dtstint"s ~?rActer{sticas mtcroclimdticas qua Pro-

porcionFin los camhjos cl<J luminosidad.corteza,nutrientes etc. 

nrnLTOr.J;:A fo'T.A. 

-lbr){mnn,,J .. T.19'j8.PhytosocioJ.o~y and ecolo,<;y or cryptoP,"nm5.c epi-

phvtes. Vnn (~ork"'" f: r.omn. N. V., '\ssen. 

- Ove, P.Van.19211.1~coJ.o,<;ie des P.piphytes des troncs d'arbres au 

Con,o:o Bel~;Q. Rev. Gen. Hot. J!Op: I181-L190. 

- Stnrllar, S.~l.1982.llost speciricity of epiphytic bryoohytes ne;~,. 

Nount<~in J.nl<e,VirF,inin.. The Il!:yoJop;ist 85(1):37-')0. 

-Stucllar,S.H.1982.Silce~sion of epiphytic brvophvtes ne;,r Nonnta''' 

Lake.Vir,o:iniF~.The Tlrvo.l.o,o:ist 85(1):51-GJ. 

-Tewari,~L et al.l91;!.').1~pi.phvtic sucession on tree trunl,s in A 

mixed onk-cP.dar forest,li.wnaun Tlimnlnyr. .. ~,o:etatio,61:105-112. 

-Ynrr;,nton,G.!\.1972.Distri~'tion nnd sucession of epiphytic li

chens on black sprnce near Cochrane,Ontari.o.The UE_yoloe;ist, 

75:1162-1180. 
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