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Abstract: The distribution of eight species of Sepiolinae caught '.iith otter
trawls from 20 to 700 m in the Ligurian sea is detailed. 

In the last few years two trawl surveys promoted by the Hinistero della Ha

rina Mercantile gave us the opportunity to gather an interesting collection 

of Sepiolidae Sepiolinae, a group about whose presence and distribution in 
the Ligurian sea very little is known. 

The first survey (1982-83) was effected by trawling neritic muddy bottoms 

situated at 20, 30, 50 and 90 m depth at monthly intervals for two years. 

Some additional trawls were also conducted at 300 m. Bec.:mse of the gear 

employed, a corrrrnercial trawl for juveniles of Eledone, with a cod end of 6 

rrrrn sides meshes, large quantities of both small and large sized ·cephalopods 

were caught. The corrrrnercial part of these has already been described (Reli
ni 8. Orsi Relini 1984). 

In the second survey (1985) a large section of the Ligurian sea from Aren

zano to la Spezia was divided into five strata in which trawls were effected, 

the number of which was in proportion to the area of each stratum. A total 

of 56 trawls were conducted, 28 in the spring and 28 in the late summer. 

The systematic identification was carried out on the bases of the descri

ptions of Naef (1923) and the features of the hectocotylized arm were mainly 

employed to distinguish the species of Sepiola: the uncertain attribution 

"Sepiola cfr rondeleti" is due to the fact that only females were collected. 

For S. ·intermedia, S. li_gulata, S. robusta; Sepietta oweniana, S. obscura, 
Rondeletiola minor the Ligurian material was compared with the collection 
of Naef in the Zoological Station of Naples. 

The overall distribution of eight species of Sepiolinae is shown in tab. l. 

The four species of Sepiola and Sepietta obscura were confined in neritic 

waters; neglecta was recorded from circalittoral to epibathia1 le-

vels; minor and Sepietta oweniana prooved to be the more eury-

bathic forms, having mainly juveniles on the circalittoral bottoms, while 
the adults reach the deeper levels. 
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RESUME. Les resultats exposes concernent des donnees preli
minaires sur la croissance de trois especes de Cephalopodes: 
Sepia officinalis, s. orbignyana, Loligo vulgaris, recoltees 
dans la Mer Catalane. 

ABSTRACT. Preliminary data on the growth of three species of 
cephalopods: Sepia officinalis, S. orbignyana, Loliqo vul
garis, collected in the Catalan Sea, are presented. 

Le materiel provient de peches commerciales au chalut 
effectuees dans laMer Catalane entre Rosas et l'Ametlla 
(NE de l'Espagne) de juin 1981 a juin 1983. 

Pour chaque individu nous avons releve: la longueur dar
sale du manteau (Ten em) et le poids de l'animal entier 
(P en g). 

Les relations taille-poids ont ete calculees selon 
l'equation 

P=aTb 

Sepia officinalis: 142 individus ont ete recoltes. Chez 
131 individus le sexe a pu etre identifie: 86 males, 45 fe
melles. 

Les males ont une taille comprise entre 3,5 et 20 em, 
la taille moyenne est de 9,95 em en longueur dorsale du 
manteau, le poids moyen est de 160 g. Le plus petit male 
mesure 7 em. 

Les femelles ont une taille comprise entre 3,5 et 22 em 
la taille moyenne etant de 12,7 em; le poids moyen est de 
326,6 g. La plus petite femelle mGre mesure 9 em. 

Les relations taille/poids sont respectivement: 

d+Q P=0,37799 X T2,55 

0 P=0,31644 X T2,6l 

'¥ P=0,28196 X T2,29 

~~~~~ 1 ~~~if~y:~~e: 253 individus ont ete recoltes. Chez 
217 a ete identifie: 104 males, 113 fe-
melles . 

Les males ont une taille comprise entre 2,5 et 9 em, la 
taille moyenne est de 5,9 em en longueur dorsale du manteau, 
le poids moyen est de 30 g. 

Les femelles ont une taille comprise entre 4 et 10 em, 
la taille moyenne est de 7,1 em et le poids moyen de 46,5 g. 

Les relations taiJle.jpoids sont respectivement: 

0?1 + 
~ P=0,36105 X T2,43 

0 P=0,40528 X T2,35 

~ P=0,65671 X T2,15 

Loligo vulgaris: 212 individus ont ete recoltes. Chez 
137 lndividus le sexe a ete identifie: 77 males, 60 femelles . 

Les males ont une taille comprise entre 4 et 45 em, la 
taille moyenne est de 13,8 em en longueur dorsale du man
teau, le poids moyen est de 124 g. 

Les femelles ont une taille comprise entre 3,5 et 36 em 
la taille moyenne etant de 16,1 em et le poids moyen de 
179 g. 

Les relations taille/poids sont respectivement: 

d'+~ p=O,l2831 X T2,48 

c!' 
P=O,l8738 X T2, 30 

~ P=O,l2087 X T2,50 
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