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More than a century has p d since ds were studied
or the first time on the Romanian Black Sea coast by SCHAAR-
CHMIDT (in KANITZ, 1879-1881). The first works consist only of
2e identification of marine algae. The period of rigourous

cientific study of the Romanian marine algal flora was begun by
EODORESCU (1907) and carried on by CELAN over a period of five
acades between 1935-1983.

TARNAVSCHI and OLTEAN (1956, 1958) published a review in two
arts on terrestrial and marine alga groups identified in Roma-
ia.

Following contributions related to Cyanophyta (GRUIA, 1968)
ad macrophytes (SKOLKA, 1969), complete lists of benthic marine
lgae in Romania were compiled by BAVARU, concerning the Cyano-
ayta, Chlorophyta, Phaeophyta and Rhodophyta (1977a), and the
araeophyta and Rhodophyta with the publication of the second
slume of the "Treatise on Algology" (1977b).

Recent contributions on the marine macrophytobenthos have been
aviewed by BOLOGA (1987).

Several decades ago the algal flora showed a much higher
imber of species, subspecies and varieties compared to those
sund in coastal waters. The most abundant genera are Entero-—
orpha, Cystoseira, Ceramium and Laurencia. A continual decrease
1 algal diversity and biomass becomes evident upon analyses of
1e literature. This result is most dramatically illustrated by
1e almost complete disappearance of the formerly productive
21ts of the perennial brown alga Cystoseira barbata (Good. et
sod.) J.Ag. which formerly played an important ecological role.

These taxonomic studies represent the known inventory of
irine macrophytes in Romania. They revealed the presence of
amerous new species both along the Romanian coast and in other
>cations in the Black Sea. In addition Gelidiella antipae Celan
1s identified as a new species.

Some species were erroneously considered as new taxa. These
wclude Ectocarpus caliacrae Celan (actually a development stage
f Desmotrichum undulatum {(J.Ag.) Reinke), or Laurencia lacustris
tolka (= L. caspica A. Zin. et Zaberzh.).

According to the present requirements of botanical nomencla-
ire (BOUDOURESQUE and PERRET-BOUDOURESQUE, 1987) a synthesis of
1e inventory of benthic marine algae has been prepared. Compared
> the total of 36 Cyanophyta, 47 Chlorophyta, 2 Xanthophyta, 30
iaeophyta and 75 Rhodophyta observed along the Romanian shore
:ginning in 1935, only about 18, 21, 1, 13, and 41, respective-
7/, remained after 1960. Since 1980 even fewer taxa have been
s>und, although it is possible that, as in the case of marine
>lluscs, new species may have recently entered the region.

References:

AVARU A., 1977a - Adnotari la lista speciilor de alge din
dreptul litoralului roménesc al Marii Negre. Hidrobiologia,
15, 65-78.

AVARU A., 1977b ~ Speciile de alge rosii si brune din dreptul
litoralului roménesc al Marii Negre. Originea lor. in Tratat
de algologie (S.Peterfi & A.Ionescu, eds.), 2, Ed.Acad.RSR,
Bucuresti, 279-289.

JLOGA A.S., 1987 =~ Annotated bibliography on the macrophyto-
benthos along the Romanian Black Sea coast (1881-1986).
Cercetari marine, 20.

JUDOURESQUE C.F. and PERRET-BOUDOURESQUE M.M., 1987 =~ A
checklist of the benthic marine algae of Corsica. GIS
Posidonia publ., Marseille, 1-121.

WIA L., 1968 - Considerations to the knolwedge of the Cyano-
phycae of the Romanian Black Sea 1littoral. Trav.Mus.
d'Hist.Nat.Gr.Antipa, 8, 217-224.

ANITZ A., 1881 - Plantas Romaniae hucusgue cognitas, enumerat
Augustus Kanitz: Algae auctore Julico Schaarschmidt, Pars
I, Claudiopoli, 1879-1881, 151-268.

(OLKA H.V., 1969 - A propos de la repartition des Algues
macrophytes le long de la cdte roumaine de la mer Noire.
Rev.Roum.Bjol., Ser.Bot., 14, 5, 303-308.

ARNAVSCHI I.T. and OLTEAN M., 1956 - Materiale pentru un
conspect al algelor din R. P R. Analele Univ.C.I.parhon -
Bucuresti, Seria St.Naturii, 12, 97-149.

ARNAVSCHI I.T. and OLTEAN M., 1958 - Materiale pentru un
conspect al algelor din R.P.R.-II. St. Cerc.Biol., Seria

Biol.veget., 10, 3-4, 269-290. .
IODORESCU E.C., 1907 - Materiaux pour la flore algologique de
la Roumanie. Beihefte Bot.Centralbl., 21, 2, 103-219.

. Comm. int. Mer Médit, 32, 1 (1990).



