
J13 
stribution and Preliminary Evaluation of the State of the Posidonia 

oceanica Meadows on the Coasts of Alicante (Spain, Western 
Mediterranean) 

TORRES, l.·M. GINER, V. BENE DITO, J.-l ESTEBAN, R. CAPACC!ONI and A.-M. GARCIA-CARRASCOSt~ 

Laboratory, DE:lpartment of Animal and Ce11Jlar Biology and Parasiiolcgy 
Valencia University, 46100 Burjasot, Valencia {Spa1r1) 

Tr.e ,;;':.L1died 2,r2a 1r . .:;,_,j2;:: L'";e ;:::,a;ts ,:::;t r'il•:2-nte ,:,e~,,.,.""'='" :Oar ,.:.r;c:o-,:o -='-C'=' 
sour.:-, ,:::;t F.c-1g C:2-p;:i. 

Tr,e I:._. oCi::cln::a, ;lieadows a.i-e w;ael. ,·2;:,resertec al2·,~ t-,; :c,ao:::i::, .;;.~,u ':.'",er·e 
Ee cl:::;c se,,eral wor-f::: at,,::;ut tre11· C!l£tr::.Ltt1cr, 5'"",d ;::t.s.te. Sume c:• t:t-.ese vic,1·fs 

E +:::i:.1sec en c:ertc1:n e:::;:,;»:lflc ,J:=1::2s ,-, ,a: .;,nd -s;crne othe.-;; ;;ire? ::,ure e -::2n;;;
'.:-.1• ihtt-, :h1s wcr-1 we ':.r t.,.:• 91 d: morE r-Elt:Ent 1r.+:.r-1r,.;,t101. ai:o~it t~-1.:: mE;;dc;.-;s 
tl"ll~ iH'""ea, :t-,ot :2.n :i.l~;i De LlS<:'-fwl to ;;;hew what th,;, e-,GlLt1on lS lf"L tt·,;:, ,.,,st 

al 1 ::~ 1:~r-~T 
1 

~/~:n~~~u~:: ~~:~~~~~~ ~~r~~~ !::~t t7~ ~~:~=~d;~: ~~n:: ~;e,j ~-~r c-~:~ 

r, r,_.·O!""oplane frcm t:-ie le•ieL ,:, to:-,:, m deptri. In ::11-f+ area:a, :"" rn 2::,pr::J::.nat~:, 
r, :ie sometimes reac'ied. 

Alan-; tt"·e co;,;;t :::.-+ ;:;11cante the mea-.:lcws ar-e croacl-., ,:J~:':.-1buteo :,n,j :'",er-e 
e .r,an, c~ace-s whe-r-e t-.is b1ocoer-,os1s reac:,e:'. its clur,c.._ st2,te. Tr,s ,;;,9,..e-es 1,J:th 
cal,t:es that no: ~nl:, r,a,,e less densJt, o-f 'luman ;::oi::L.is.t10 bl.t a~s2 :-cne a 
,;.li l:"\dustr1;;1 a::':.1,·:t. ur e,er. r,one. The Mar:.ne Fese-r•.'<=' c-f Ta~;;i·cs. ~,ec:rc 
pe-Caloe :act~r =Lrd s,:,s_t!""• ::ri Ben1a;::inn-Camp?1 :.:i ,:;:am bE> potr:t<='d out. 

lr, general, the super::::ir llf!'alt'= c,t tcie rnea:iow<:: st.;.r: nE=-.rL :n t_-,i:, -;;:i,cr-.;;::-

, In ti1is .-.a,, 1mport;;;r,t [.. ~ recc·1erir.gs car te oa1lrec,j. +:L,:-,j 1r, '::.ie 
rst meters c+ tJ-,e 1ntral1tor2sl ::or.e on sand:, ar,:l rcc, 1 ::oasts o• ; -;;:,,.,,::.oth 
upe. These sl"",alluw ::or,es .Jt the meado1~s are <::he most degrao,c1tej, or,:; 5L.Dst1:L,-
ur, "te<c1es ::or-respond:r,,~ tc algae :r, :r,elterec areas. +:.::1es ::i.,; 

ct1cp':.er1;; memtranacea ,:if Caulerga pro1~;2ra af"\d of C,m:;d::.ceaa ncc::s:-. 
1 are settlea on them, ~- proiifera and Q_. me:nbr-ar-2.cea for,"l' '<er', de",3e c=.n.:: 
rg,;, reca,,er:ngs 1n Are-ne1les CU,l Scl ano scutri o+ :iarta Fola. hpcst ;,..orr, ~,.,ese 
:.2rat1ans of the upper ~,.mts, these meadows are 1r ,2r, ::::and1t10ns 1r: 

eper areas. in ,;:he plungu;g c.,·pe cl1ffs this pnaner-o,;am gr,::iws 1:.hE cases o+ 
e roc!-y wal! 1tselt. 

The places where the lower l1,mts of the mead::i<1s ar-e =,bo',E :r.\ m jeotr, are 
st a fe;.. F.lthough the cover-ings with muc:l from tr,:s :Je;:,tr, 1s ,er, c:Jmrnor,, and 
adows are ill□re deteriorated. 

E:-:c:ept certa1r_locahtles, se,,eral syi"lthorns c:f alterat:.:ir,s C.a\rt :..ie o.:, __ , --~ 
i along the coast. IHhereas 1r, man 7 ~laces these e1lts:aLans aria, locE-1, ~f• c:t

•rs they are gett1ng quite .;ieneralu:ed I11e 1n tha A~1c:ar.te-Hrenal2s jel ·::o! 
•c:tor +or example. 

•sot th1s coast, although triey a:: a.re Lr. clear ,-2:;vess1on. 
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