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''!i:lnitorin;J", in tbe context of the assessment arrl protection of 
the marine environment, has been defined as the repeated :measu.renelt of 
an activity or a contaminant or of its direct or irrlirect inpact. In 
practical terns, monitorin;J can fall within the followin;J three 
categories : 

110nitorin;J for regulation pmposes (control); 
monitorin;J of levels arrl treros; 
monitorin;J for scientific pmposes. 

'Ihe monitorin;J for scientific pmposes is generally the main step 
for establishin;J monitorin;J of levels arrl treoos whidl in turn 
provides useful information for definin;J the paratOOters of cxmtrol 
(monitorin;J for_ regulation pmposes) . 

In order to define the monitorin;J p:rogranmes of the marine 
environment, the follc:Min;J qierational objectives, which have a. high 
degree of universality, must be taken into a:msideration: 

Protection of human health; 
Protection of marine life arrl its environment; 
Assessment of levels arrl trems. 

),i)nitorin;J activities con::ernin;J the quality of the marine 
environment were develc:p:rl arcun:i the world as the scientific knc:Mledge 
of the problems whidl had given rise to such activities was aoguired. 
In fact sanetimas monitorin;J activities preceded such knc:Mledge. It is 
thus legitimate to review the strategies, un:ierlyin;J monitorin;J 
programmes. Ha.ever, such a review arrl possible revision presupp:,ses a 
critical look at the results obtained in pursuing the objectives set. 

In this cxmtext, ·the author has carried out an in-oepth assessment 
of the l!Onitorin;J 0011pOnent of the "IDn;J term l!Onitorin;J arrl research 
progranrne on pollution in the Mediterranean Sea" (Mill POL Phase II) of 
the United Nations Enviroll!lel1t Progranrne (UNEP) • 

'Ihe main recxmnendations based on this assessment are the 
followin;J: 

M:nitorin;J objectives must be refornulated in a mxe oooerent 
way in order to make plannin;J =re a:aiprehensible arrl 
effective; 

It is necessary to reaffirm the crucial =le of the 
monitorin;J of polluticn soorces; 

'Ihe first essential Iilase is to establish beyon:i the shadCM 
of a cloobt the baseline contaminaticn levels, before 
establishin;J permanent progranmes for certain areas of 
special concern; 

A biological effects monitorin;J progranme must be devised arrl 
inpleoonted within the MED POL framework; 

'lhe quality assurance progranme for results must not only be 
continued bJt reinforced as well; 

At the same t:il!le, all researd1 efforts which might add to the 
general knc:Mledge of the marine environment must be 
eooooraged in order to praoote the optimization of monitorin;J 
progrmmies. 
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