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V-13 
Species of Dolphins that occurs in the Western Black Sea, the Sea ot 

Marmara and the Aegean Sea 

Abstract : 

8018!11 TOPALOGLU , 8ayram OZTURK and Adem COLAK 

School of Aquatic Products, Beykoz Istanbul Untversity (Turkey) 

We observed• phot.ographed arid filmed lhe dolphins lhal we came across 
in the waters of Western Black Sea• 'l'he Sea of Marmara and The Agean 
Sea, in a series of research sails i.hat took place from June 20, 1989 
lo September 10, 1989. A learn of 20 people aboard a 15 mile per hour 
cesearch vessel was employed in the observation and count. of lhc 
dolphins. Alt.hou&h t.he observation and t.he count were made directly 
most. of t.he lime, .,.e also look advantage of binoculars in order lo 
verify k'ha1., we had obset·ved with naked eye. We ah;o evaluated the 
photograph::' an6 films of dolphins t.hat we had taken, fol" t.hc somE· 
-r-eason I have juF.t. mentioned. 

•• .... u* ■ Delphi>o,s <le(phis. (Unn-us,1158) 

El Tursi ops ,uruncdUIL (Monl.oguJ821) 
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On the map you see lhe route that our research vessel took besides, 
the areas whel"e different species of dolphins wecc spot.t.ed. 

0£ lhe total numbet' of 63 dolphins observed, 9 Delphinus delphis 
(Linnaeus, 1758); 6 l'ursiops tnmcalus (Hontagu, 1821); 8 Delphinus 
delphis and, 26 Slenella coe['ule013lba (Heyen, 1833); 6 Delphinus 
delphis, 8 Tursiops tnmcatus, ft:'om Odontoeeti-Delphinidea were 
spotted respectively in The Western 
Blacksea • the Sea of Mannara and 'J'hc Aegean Sea. Among lhe Oo lphi.ns 
were observed Slenella cocrulcoalba (Striped Dolphins) make up lhc 
biggest group 26 dolphins, followed by Delphinus delphis (Seddlcback 
Dolphins) with 23 dolphins and by 1.'ursiops t.n.mcalus (Hotllcno£c. 
Dolphins) wit.h 14 dolp11ins. 

According t.o our conclusion Stenella cocL-ulcoalba w1:1s only observed 
in t..hP. Aegean Sea, 1nainly in lhe arr,.a between lCaf and Anlalya. 6 
young. dolphins were spotted as well during the project. 

However, we need more dat.a and t bne lo estimate the abundance and lhc 
frequency for the exact distribution of dolphin in Turkish coast. 
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