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In the Adriatic Sea, in the frame of a number of research programs, several 
holothurians were collected which previously were seldom recorded, or were even not 

~~~n: 2i;r::: ::e:; ::~e;a:;:~~~ was sampled by SCUBA diving, by means of a Van Veen 

Holothuria helleri Marenzeller, 1878, has not been noted in the Adriatic sea in 
the past hundred years, except for a specimen noticed by Tortonese ( 1965) in the 
Venice lagoon~ Only recently 5 specimens, 16-32 mm long, were collected among algae 
at a 1-2 m depth in the area of the Istrian Peninsula, Losinj Island, and at the 
Kornati Archipelago (Fig. 1) . 
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Fig. 1. Recent findings of some holothurians in the Adriatic Sea. 

Holothuria sanctori Delle Chiaje, 1823, was noted in the area for the first 
time only a few years ago ( Zavodnik, 1985). Recent information, mostly provided by 
Ma. J. Belamaric, widely expanded _its distribution pattern (Fig. 1). Specimens were 
noted at 4-15 m depth, usually in hard bottom crevices and under rock projections. 

Thyone gadeana Perrier, 1902, was not previously recorded in the Adriatic Sea. 
In 1987 I sampled 5 specimens, 16-54 mm long, at the Kornati Archipelago in the 
central Adriatic. Collections were made at four stations, on silty sediment, at 82-
105 m depth. The ossicles and calcareous ring corresponded to the description of 
Reys ( 1959). 

Phyllophorus granulatus (Grube, 1840) is also a new species for the area. One 
SO mm long specimen was captured on grey mud by Mr. A. Simunovic on 8 December 1984 
at a "Pipeta" station Hl (42°00'11" N, 15°05'20" E), at a 22 m depth. The ossicles 
were in accordance with those figured by Koehler ( 1927), Heding & Panning ( 1954), 
and Cherbonnier & Guille ( 1971). Most tables have beeb modified, carrying a low 
multi-columnal spire, dome- or cone-shaped, a finely and irregularly perfor.ated 
disc. 

Phyllophorus urna Grube, 1840. Recent findings (Fig. 1) of this well-known but 
rarely· noted species (Mayer, 1937) reinforce the supposition that in the Adriatic 
Sea it is most frequent in the shallow north-eastern part of the basin. 

Consequently, the present information increased the number of Adriatic 
holothurian species to 36, which is 73% of the Holothuroidea listed in the 
Mediterranean (Tortonese, 1980). 

REFERENCES 

CHERBONNIER, G. & A. GUILLE, 1971. Note sur l 'Holothurie Dendrochirote Phyllcphorus 
granular.us (Grube). Vie Milieu, 22 (2A): 281-288. 

HEDING, S.G. & A. PANNING, 1954. Phyllophoridae. Spolia zool. Mus. haun., 13: 7-209. 

KOEHLER, R., 1927. Les Echinodermes des mere d'Europe. II. O. Douin, Paris, 339 p. 

MAYER, B., 1937. Die Holothurien der Adria. Thalassia, 2 (9): 55 p. 

REYS, J.P., 1959. Thyone cherbonnieri nov. sp. et rernarques sur le genre Thyone en 
MS:diterranee. Ree. Tr. Stn. mar. Endoume, 17 (29): 173-180. 

TORTONESE, E., 1965. Echinodermata. Fauna d'Italia 6. Calderini, Bologna, 422 p. 

TORTONESE, E., 1980. Review of present state of knowledge of the Mediterranean 
Echinoderms. In: Echinoderms: Present and Paet, M. Jangoux, ed. Balkema, Rotterdam, 
141-149. 

ZAVODNIK, D., 1985. Sur l 'Holothuria sanctori D.Ch. (Echinodermata, Holothuroidea) 
identifiee recemment dans la mer Adriatique. Rappa Comm. int. Mer Medit., 29 (5): 
297-298. 

Rapp. Comm. int. Mer Medit., 32, 1 (1990). 


