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Thlt laatharback Turt.1■, hraochelys cortac••• an Atlantic spaciaa 
wi.t.h "id• Q■avr•phical di■t.ribut.ion, t.hauvh repaatadly found in 
t'IIKl1t.■rranaan wat.■r• (Cr••pa et al., 1988 1 Hachaich1 & Raia, 19B!5 I 
Maivrat, 11'86 , Olivar, 19B6) and occaaianally in lt.aliao wa.t.ara 
(Bruna,1970, 1978 1 Capacaccia, 19671 Di Pal••• 1978), .1• at.ill 
haNIIVltr a apac.iaa wha .. capt.ura c:onat.1 tut.a an uncaamon avant aa that. 
Pat.it.·• COMlllll\t. ( l't:ll) 1 • .... an rai■an da la· rer■t.6 ••. t.oute capture 
a.vac au ainitlWI 1 • indication d• data, d8■ di■anaiona d■ 1 • an1 ... 1 ■t du 
aaK■, Hrit.a d"•t.ra a1gn&ltl■" 111 at.ill valid. 

At1 'far •• t.hll aaut.t,.rn coa■t cif B1c1ly i■ conc■rnlld• racord■ af 
t.hl• ■pact- ara vary aporad~c and r■lativa t.a t.ha aar■ ■a■ t.■rn aida 
(Bruno., 1'J70 I Capra., 1949 , Carfl. Pavia., in Di P.alaa., 1978) , th1• 
which follow■ is tha first. dac1.111■nt■d sightinQ af a spac:1-n o1 the 
laatharback Turt.la an t.tw w■at■m ■ida o1 Sicily. The ap■ciaan• a 
11al•• waa ■t.randad prob&bly ftC•u•■ of a violent •••-tann on t.ha 
coast of Nazar.a d■l Vallo on :S April, 1989. It waa found daad on the 
baach, al though ■Nt■mal ■xantination r■vaalad no wounda or particular 
■ivna of daaqa. It. wa■ -••urect (fig.1),, tranapartad to the In■tituta 
and kept -t:roz■n. 
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Fig. 1 - l'laaauratlllnt■ taken an tha apeci■an of the loggerhead• 
D•r•och•lV• coriae•• (Linnaeus. 17Mt), following Duron-Dufranna, 1978• 
110dif1ad •• in Oliver., 198b. A I donal VillNJ B t vantr.aJ ViMrf. 
1 I Total lanQth • 202 ea, :l I C&rapac■ lpngth • 145' cm1 3* , Carapace 
witdh • 70 c■J 4* t LanQt.h batw..., the for■ma■t lateral k-1■ • 28 cm1 
:t• I Plastran langth • 1'5 c111 6 • 1 Tail langth • 24 cm. 
(* • ... .,,,.....,g taken on the ■■bal■ed apeciaan). 

Tha paat-aart- ■Kaa1nat1an ravaaled • dio■attv■ •v■t
coapletaly 11ctaggad up" with r-idu•• of v.ariaus sorts a1 plastic, tha 
probable cau- af d-t.h. Bac•u- of the acient.ific interest. of tha 
find in 1.t-lf and of the •t.lr created locally by thtt ■tr.anding of 
thi■ Turtle., tha •pac;i-n wa• -balllllld by a Franch taxider■ist and la 
at prea■nt preserv■d at th■ t.T.P.P. Con&idari.ng the knawn pr■aenca, 
tlVllfl 11 acc-tana.1, of thi• ■pact- in the Tunisian wat■r■ (Ha.chaichi 
and Rala, 1ff85) and thlt abt&anc■ a'f dacu-.nt■d •1ghtinQ• in tha 
8:1.ciU.an Chann■l •■■n■u latu", an ar■a wid■ly ■wept by aautharn 
■icilian trANl■ra, th1• record can■Utut.■a an avant af particular 
.t.nt.er■■t whkh tend■ ta canf1rm th■ miarat.ary ■eh- prapoa■d bV 
er-pa et. al. (1988). Ent■rinQ the 11ad1t..rr.uutan thraugh thlt Straits 
of &ibraltar., tha l■Ath■rback Turtl■ would fall0tt t.ha curranb of wa.r111 
water., ■pntadinQ avar 1n tha W.■tarn and Central 11adit■rranaan I an 
raach.t.nQ t.lw ■nt.ranc■ of thtt BtciU.an CMnnal, th■ Bkarki Bank could 
fora the point. -.hare t.hll rout.a divide■, an an• Nay ta t.ha nart.h 
( ltaU.an and Car■lcan water■) and an the other to thll south ( Tunisian 
-1:11.-.1. 

Th■ n111U.lt■ af tha poat-aort.- ■N.ut,1.natian _ar■ al■a vary 
lntarast.lng, t■nding to can.fir■ what has often b-n referred to as ana 
ot ttw probable assuaptian an thlt aver aora frequent ca••• of death of 
aita turtlH I tha inv•■tion at plastic. The car-nivarou■ 1-d.tng of 
th■M aniaala, &laa including larv• zoaplanktonic organi-• such as 
Jellyfish (e.g. Rhi.ro.stoaa pulao) and th■ cant.inuou■ incr-...- of tha 
quantit1- of plastic Naat■ in the water., Nhich could be canfue■d with 
th■ foraar, -pacially whan tha ..-at.er is turbolant gr turbid. are 
abvlaualy clo-ly ralatttd fact.or•• •• thia caaa ••- to prove. 
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