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Among the small-scale fisheries on the coast of the Region
of Myrcia, we must point out the one aimed to catch transparent goby - -
Aphis minuta (Risso, 1810). This small goby usually comes up together -
with other species, such as Pseudaphia ferreri (0. de Buen& Fage, 1308)
Crystallogobius linearis (von DUber, 1845) &nd young individuals of -~ -
Atherina sp and Pagellus sp. In waters of the Spanish South-east both -
Aphis minute and Pseudaphia and Crystallogobius form shoals which are -

etected by the echo-sounder of the fishing boats in very definite areas:
the capture fluctuates between 6-30 mts in depth,in clear waters among -
prairie of Posidonia oceanica, sheltered places and also in particular -

bays usually those of soft substratum.

The study includes the months in which
the fishery takes place (December, January and - -
February) corresponding to two fishing periods: - -
1988-89 and 1898-950. Weekly biologic samplings have/
been carried ocut on the whole of the capture, noting
down the following parameters: ]

- Total length {(LT). From the beginning
of the head to the end of the caudsl fin, with the accuracy of 1 mm.

- Wet weight (P). Accuracy of 0,001 gr.

In the same way we made the sex differentation and gonad -
development with the help of a magnifying glass based on external morphg
logicel chearacters and the presence of eggs in female gonads.

The obtained results for the period 1988-89, show that the
evolution of the average total length and weights fluctuate between the/
ranks of 28-33 mm. and 0,114-0,1383 gr. respectively, noticing that these
parsmeters keep practically steady during December and January, arising/
a strong increase in both of them from February, in which they start the
prelaying period.

In relation to the gonad development, an increase of egged-
females is noticed, at the end of January, when it reaches a maximum - -
(57%) to low down until the first half of February (37%). A strong increa
se srises later, reaching 73% of the whole egged-females. Between 7-11%/
of these are asbout to spawn.

During 1989-80, both the size and the weight experimented/
a gradual increase from the beginning of the fishery (December) to half/
of January, to low down suddenly. The founded values are: in December -
40,4%, in January 49,8% and in February 42,4%. We can notice that the -
‘maximum correspond to January in contrast to the previous period when =
February was the month with a higher percentage of egged-femsles and - -
femsles near to egglaying. This last fact has not been noticed in the -
last period.
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