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In Izmir Bay, Sepia (Sepia oficinalis) is caught using trammelnets, fyke-nets with 12 mm
mesh size, and lines. This study represents the first time that fyke-nets with a 42 mm mesh
size are examined. The sheme of these fyke-nets used may be observed in Fig. 1. 72 units of
the before mencioned fyke-nets were used in this study, which were set at sunset and hauled
by morning, approximately 12 hours afterwards.

According to the result of this study, the before mencioned fyke-nets were successful
catching Sepia. In 27 days, 352 Kg of Sepia were caught. At the same time these fyke-nets are
more selective than those with a 12 mm mesh size, because the crabs are not taken by them.

The amount of 114 units of fyke-nets were devided into three groups for this study:

38 units were set at sunset and hauled in the morning, 12 hours later. The amount of Sepia
caught in 25 days was 352 kg.

38 units more were set at sunset and hauled after 36 hours, at the same station, resulting
the amount caught in 25 days 449 Kg.

In the third group, 48 units of fyke-nets were hauled 48 hours after setting, in which 453 Kg
were caught. Besides of not obtaining any increase in the productivity, this group also meant
death for the Sepia.

As a results, the optimum operation period using fyke-nets was indentificated as the 36-
hour one, increasing the productivity in a 24% compared to the first group.
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Fig. 1. Scheme of fyke nets for catching sepia
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