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CRUSTACEA DECAPODA ASSEMBLAGE OF THE WESTERN 
POMO PIT. I - SPECIES COMPOSITION 

Carlo FROGLIA and Maria Emilia GRAMITTO 

btituto di Riccrchc- sulla Pc...,ca MariHima C.N.R. A:1-.·11:1.1. It:::~ 

The IRPEM. in the-last twc-mv \'C-..tr.\. ha, c-xtcnsin.~lv studi,_,l: r._''-<>L: ·:...·c-. .;nd 
oceanography of !he: \Ve...,tt:rn b.:\-;il1 or the Pomo piL ;1 Jcpri; ....... i,111 \\ :t 1'·::\111rn111 

depth of 2]6 rn. The Pomo {fabukal pit b th1; m;.1in Ncphrop..., s1,1L:11d in thL' Cc1itr..il 

Adriatic: moreover it j..., a nur:-.crv !!roun<l for hake uVfrrlun ,;1-, nu 1.1,, Ft(\ill 

Dcccmhcr I 092 to April I 99--L du.ri1;g a comparali\·c :-,tudy of Li:; (t._'! ..:1:\ \ L:li::c:T,::1c.m 
and Scotfr-,h Ncphrop:-. ground:-.. the an:a \Ya:-. :,.;,unpk·d with an C\!"''--'!·in:c.;111:1! L:11111;_:-..h 

u·a\d \\'ith cod-end rnc:-.hc_..., or 1~ mm .strc-tch. Fi.,h .:ind <lct.,:pr>d i.JL:'-!<.:-.\.\::>- rn<.:dc 
bulf--c.r the !rav,:! catch. At ka...,t nnce per sea~m1 eatche~ obtained around noon and 

midni~hI \~\:"1\: "nrted on the Jeck for commercial :-.peck~ and the re..;idual byeatch wa:-. 
l·p1; ... ~n at :-.c~i and :-.uh...,cqucntly v)J"tcd in the lahorator:. The ...,eavH1<.tl quantit<.1ti, e 
r..1lrnpo<-ition ,)r the Dccapod a~:-,emblagc ha~ hccn estimated from the highc...,t \'alue or 
[>l(\ma"~ per w;cpt area obtained ror each :-.pccie:-., either in da: time or night tirne. Diel 
,.'hc!l1;:'.C in \ uincr:ibility of dirkrc!ll "JlCcic~ has hccn c-.;timatcd aL·cnnJing to FROGLL.\ 
c.\. GR.~\\IITTO ( 1986). A total of 26 ~peck:-. of Dec~ipod cru:-.wcea11" ha,·c been 
identified. L"Pmparcd tn 17 ...,pccics li~ted !'or the ...,ame area hy FROG LIA in 1976. 
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In thi..' following t~tblc "-JK·cie..., arc lhtcd in sy,1c-111atk <.11hi ,._-; .. :,-.1!1.:<l 

lo their hahitat. 
EB = epibenth1c, SB = benthic making its own burrow. DB = benth1c dwelling 

at least in some day penod) and their diel vulnerability to trawl gear {N = 
catches at night, D = highest catches at day. I= without a clear d1el pattern in 

Species marked with an ~ were found only once with one or few 1nd1v1dua!s 
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The dccarod ~h..,cirihlagc wa..., dominated all the year round hy NtphroJ).\ 1101"\'egicus 

~1nJ .\lunido imennedio. accompaineJ hy So!enoceru llll'JJ/hranocea and Proc!'.\.W 
cllitu!i( 11!01r1. Thc latter t\vo specie..; being \'U!ncrahk mostly at night. All the other 
'-.[1 Ct:ic:-. ne\Cr made morc than 5c,( hy wci,;;dit of the total dceapod c.w.:h. The 
~1-.-..-.,mbl~1~c include~ spceic~ charactcri...,tic of muddy bottonb or the cir1...·a!itoral and 
cpibath) ;.tl le\ eh. Se\'Cral of thcm arc 1--no\vn to make hurrovv'-. in ,edimcnh 
1ATKl:\SO!\. 1086} and their impt)rtance may be ,...,omc\\h.tl und;..'rc...,tim:itcd rn)m trawl 
sampling. Thu, Colocoris macmulreue ,vas obsen:cU only \A/ilh ,in~k 11: the 
trn\.vl catches. hut ih dc,n..,ity, C'.-.limaied from 90 grab smnplc~ t~:~,.:n rn :1rc,: 11: '.l)l)2 
nnd 1993 tFROGLIA unpubli,hcdt had to he around I im.li\'idwti, I .. ~ ,qu;irc nKtrc 
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