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Abstract
The Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea are connected through the Turkish Straits System and the biophysical processes that control the
Aegean Sea circulation and ecosystem dynamics. The outflow of waters of Black Sea origin in the Aegean Sea through the Dardanelles
Strait is a key mechanism in the coupling of the two basins. Results from observational and modeling studies will be employed to
highlight the critical role of the outflow in the Aegean Sea dynamics, with implications on basin-wide Mediterranean flow and water
mass characteristics. Improvements on operational forecasting in the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean regions require comprehensive
measurements of the Black Sea waters outflow to be used in the understanding and numerical representation of the Straits dynamics.
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The Dardanelles outflow contains waters of Black Sea origin (BSW) that
are generally cooler and with higher nutrient content than those of the
oligotrophic Aegean Sea [1]. This allows the outflow to be detected in
sea surface temperature (SST) and ocean color imagery [2]. The BSW is
also fresher and responsible for the overall lower salinities in the northern
Aegean; in this area, the frontal zones are related to the spreading of BSW
above the saltier modified Levantine Intermediate Water (LIW), which
originates in the southern Aegean [3-7].

A recent study of the Aegean Sea circulation, based on drifters deployed
at different seasons [8], reveals the presence of an intensified rim current
system that is consistent with the buoyancy introduced by the Dardanelles
outflow and the prevailing along-axis wind forcing from the north. The
overall tendency of the buoyancy forcing is to lead a cyclonic circulation
around the Aegean. The dominant northerly winds favor downwelling
along the western Aegean coast that tends to enhance the buoyancy driven
current system; both buoyancy and wind forcings seem to contribute to
a jet-like flow along the Evia island, which forms the major pathway for
BSW waters to reach the southern Aegean, thus bridging the Black Sea
and the Eastern Mediterranean. Implications on larger scale circulation
and decadal time variability have been discussed in [5].

Based on a network of oceanographic buoys and a set of atmosphere and
ocean numerical models, the Hellenic Center for Marine Research has
developed the operational POSEIDON system, which has been providing
regional sea monitoring and short term (72 hour) forecasts of meteorolog-
ical and oceanic conditions in the Aegean Sea since 1999 ([9],[10]). The
nesting in larger scale models and new environmental components of the
system (pollutant and nutrient transport modeling) allow predictions as-
sociated with ecosystem functioning and dispersion forecasts of oil-spills
or other pollutants in case of accidents in the Aegean Sea or the Eastern
Mediterranean. As the POSEIDON operational system enters a new phase
of development with substantial improvements in both its observational
and modeling components, a new parameterisation of the Dardanelles
outflow is essential to minimize current uncertainties in exchange rates
and water properties, a result of observational limitations and the lack of a
coupled Aegean and Black Sea modeling system.

Numerical experiments will be presented that highlight changes in the
simulation of Aegean circulation features, depending on different repre-
sentations of the Dardanelles plume. Analysis of hydrographic data [11],
along with model and drifter computed particle trajectories will elucidate
the influence of the Dardanelles outflow on Aegean circulation features
and the sensitivity of model predictions on subtle changes in the represen-
tation of the development and evolution of the Dardanelles plume.
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