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Abstract
Radionuclide and heavy metal content have been monitored systematically since 1996 in eleven of the widespread Black Sea macroalgae
species from the Bulgarian Black Sea coast by low level gamma spectroscopy and atomic absorption spectrometry. Tendencies in the
concentration variations during the studied period are examined and all obtained data give information about different macrophytic species
ability to accumulate certain nuclides and trace elements from one and the same sampling location. The obtained data are compared with
the results from the regions of the Black Sea, Mediterranean, Tyrrhenian and Atlantic Ocean
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Aquatic organisms, especially macroalgae are widely used as bioindica-
tors for the study of marine contamination by radionuclides and heavy
metals. Some species tolerate high levels of pollutants and can success-
fully be used to obtain reliable information of marine ecological status.
In order to evaluate the ecological status of coastal habitat and provide
valuable data for estimation of contaminants, an environmental monitor-
ing program was started and performed along the Bulgarian Black Sea
coast. Radionuclide and heavy metal content was monitored in eleven
macroalgae species collected from about 20 reference locations during
the period 1996-2005. Data are obtained for the most widespread species
from the phylum Chlorophyta (six), Rhodophyta (three) and Phaeophyta
(two), accumulation capacities are compared within and between Phylum
and species to assess the levels of bio-accumulation and potential applica-
tion as bio-indicators.

Tab. 1. Radionuclide activity concentrations in macroalgae collected in
the Mediterranean and Black Sea. * present study.

The data for macroalgae, obtained by us are compared also with authors
from the Black Sea region - (Romanian, Turkish) and Mediterranean Sea
(Syrian) for radionuclides (Table 1) as well as Tyrrhenian (Italian) and
Atlantic for trace elements (Table 2).
This work establishes a data base for radioecological status of Bulgarian
Black Sea marine ecosystems concerning the radionuclide and trace metal
content along the Bulgarian coast. Data were obtained at the chosen 20
locations for the eleven macroalgae species in the period 1996 - 2005
indicating no serious antropogenic pollution along the shore.
The studied macroalgae species are suitable for assessment of nuclide and
trace metal behavior in the Black Sea ecosystems and some species can be
used as bio-indicators for the status of the marine habitat.

Tab. 2. Trace element concentrations in macroalgae collected in the
Tyrrhenian Sea, Atlantic Ocean, and Black Sea. *present study.
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