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Abstract
First records of the rare starfish Marginaster capreensis (Echinodermata: Poraniidae) for the Strait of Sicily are reported. Two specimens
were collected in 2004 at 87m and 136m depth on the off-shore African shelf. Detailed information on the first specimen, recently reported
in literature from the Ionian Sea, is also given. It was collected in 2000 at 707-742 m depth off the Corfù island (Eastern Ionian).
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Marginaster capreensis (Gasco, 1876) is a small sized starfish living in a
wide depth range (between 50 and 2500m) [1]. It is considered as "one
of the rarity of the Mediterranean fauna" [1], where it was found in the
Gulf of Naples (Tyrrhenian Sea), between 70 and 84m [2], in the Southern
Aegean Sea (597m) [3] and in the Levant Sea (315m) [1]. Recently the
species was reported on the bathyal bottoms of the Eastern Ionian Sea
[4]. The two specimens of M. capreensis from the Strait of Sicily were
collected during the 2004 trawl survey (Italian GRUND program). The
specimen from the Ionian Sea was collected during a campaign carried out
within the Italian-Greek INTERREG program [4]. The main information
on catch data and biometries of the two individuals found in the Strait of
Sicily and of the specimen from Ionian Sea [4] are reported in Table 1.

Tab. 1. Main information related to the findings of M. capreensis. R and r
according to [1].

Biology of this species is unknown and the information on bio-
geographical distribution is scanty both in Eastern Atlantic and in Mediter-
ranean. Including the new records from the Strait of Sicily, only eight
individuals were reported for the Mediterranean. The specimen from the
Eastern Ionian Sea was the deepest record of the Mediterranean. Ac-
cording to available data, the species in the Eastern basin seems to prefer
habitats deeper than those of the Tyrrhenian Sea and the Strait of Sicily.

References
1 - Tortonese E., 1965. Fauna d’Italia - Echinodermata. Ed. Calderini,
Bologna, 6:422 pp.
2 - Tortonese E., 1963. Note sistematiche e corologiche su alcuni Echin-
odermi del Mediterraneo. Ann. del Civ. Mus. di St. Nat., Genova, 73:
282-296.
3 - Marenzeller E. 1895. Zoologische Ergebnisse. V. Echinodermen.
Gesam. 1983 & 1994. Ber. Comm. Tiefsee - Forschungen., 16: 1-26.
4 - D’Onghia G., Mastrototaro F., Matarrese A., Politou C.-Y., Mytili-
naou Ch., 2003. Biodiversity of the Upper Slope Demersal Community in
the Eastern Mediterranean: Preliminary Comparison Between Two Areas
With and Without Trawl Fishing. J. Northw. Atl. Fish. Sci., 31: 263-273.

537

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               1 / 1

http://www.tcpdf.org

