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Abstract
In the present study the species composition and biomass of upper infralittoral macroalgal communities in the south part of Gokova
Specially Protected Area, were studied. Thirty macroalgal species were identified in the study area. The mean biomass per station was
2641,65 ± 2023,30 gram/m2.
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Introduction
Marine macroalgae, better known as seaweeds, are classified according to
their pigmentation into brown (Heterokontophyta), red (Rhodophyta), and
green (Chlorophyta) seaweeds. They are widely used as food, as ingredi-
ents in cosmetics and fertilizers, and in hydrocolloid production (e.g. agar
and alginate). Seaweeds are of ecological importance because they assist
in supplying oxygen to the sea and act as one of the primary producers in
the marine food chain. Some seaweeds have the capacity to remove heavy
metals from the water and can potentially be used in biomonitoring and
in the bioremediation of such pollutants. Seaweeds also possess excellent
survival strategies to withstand the many environmental stresses that they
are exposed to. For all these reasons, together with their unique life-cycle
and physiology, seaweeds are interesting study subjects [1].

Material and Method
The study was carried out in the south of the Gokova Bay (Aegean Sea,
Turkey). Sampling was done randomly at 24 stations in 20 June - 5 July
2005. Samples were collected at upper infralittoral zone (0,3-0,5m) by
scraping off all attached vegetation within 25x25 cm quadrate. At each
station two quadrates were taken. Samples, fixed in 4% formaldehyde
seawater solutions, were sorted in laboratory for both taxa identification
and biomass determinations. Wet weight of each macroalgal species was
calculated.

Results and Discussion
A total of 30 taxa were identified including 14 Rhodophyta ( Florideo-
phyceae), 11 Heterokontophyta ( Phaeophyceae) and 5 Chlorophyta (
Ulvophyceae) (Table 1).

Tab. 1. List of species, their mean biomass ± standard deviation (ex-
pressed as wet weight).

Cystoseira and Dictyota were the genera with the highest number of taxa.
Among these species, three brown algal species ( Cystoseira corniculata
(Turner) Zanardini, Cystoseira elegans Sauvageau and Cystoseira amen-
tacea var. stricta Montagne) exhibited the highest mean biomass values.
The maen number of species per stations was 6 ± 3,8.
In the upper infralittoral zone (0-1m depth) of the Mediterranean coasts,
the species of the genus Cystoseira are usually the dominant element of
the benthic vegetation on unpolluted hard substratum [2]. In this study,
it’s clear that Cystoseira spp. communities have a significant distribution
in the Gokova Specially Protected Area and they support a rich associ-
ated flora on hard substrata. Among the 30 species Cystoseira amentacea
var. stricta Montagne (Figure 1) has been listed as a protected species in
“Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity
in the Mediterranean”and this have a great importance for protection and
conservation of natural habitats in Gokova Specially Protected Area.

Fig. 1. Cystoseira amentacea var. stricta Montagne.
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