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Abstract 
In order to establish benthic and pelagic marine fish in the vicinity of Markiz Island, compherensive submarine observations were 
conducted by diving with and without scubas. Beside that a 30 minute trawl hauling was made to collect benthic species in north east 
of the island, with 70 fish species of 25 family being determined.
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Introduction 
Northern part of Aegean Sea is under the influence of cool and less saline 
currents from Black Sea while the southern part is influenced by warm and 
salty currents. The study area is geographical transition between both 
seas. The differences observed in ecological features of Aegean Sea were suited 
to this geographical properties. It is possible to describe its middle section as a 
transitive zone, therefore there is a rich biological diversity in Aegean Sea 
where more than 300 fish species and some 5000 invertabrate were reported 
[1]. Recent lists have included new records a total of 389 marine fish, which 
indicates that Aegean Sea ranks on the top of the list of species among 
Marmara, Mediterranean and Black Seas coasts of Turkey [2]. 
Papaconstantinous [3] however reports that 447 marine species inhabit Greece 
Seas. This study aims to establish fish species in the vicinity of Markiz Island.  
 
Material and Methods  
In order to establish benthic and pelagic marine fish in the vicinity of Markiz 
Island, located in the enterence of Çandarli Bay in Aegean coast of Turkey, 
submarine observations were conducted by diving with and without scubas in 
2007. Beside that a 30 minute trawl hauling was carried on to collect benthic 
species in north east of the island, with fish collected being asssessed in two 
categories, namely benthic and pelagic. Taxanomic categories used for fish 
considered [4], [5] and [6].   

Results and Discussion
70 fish species of 25 family were determined and collected fish being asssessed 
in two categories, namely benthic and pelagic. Table 1 includes pelagic species 
and Table 2 shows demersal species. Sparidae family was the highest in 
number, followed by Labridae with 10 and Mugilidae with 5 species. These 
fish species were well known fish fauna in the Mediterranean Sea [2]. 
 
Tab. 1. Pelagic fish fauna of Markiz Island 

 
 
 

Tab. 2. Demersal fish fauna of Markiz Island 
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