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Abstract 
A small collection containing ten species of opisthobranch gastropods reported here from the Levantine coast of Turkey. Of these 
species Facelina annulicornis and Pruvotfolia pselliotes are new records for the Levantine Sea.
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The knowledge of opisthobranch fauna of the Levantine Sea is very 
incomplete and needs to be improved when compared to the other parts of the 
Mediterranean. Although, some contemporary studies from Turkish coast 
[e.g. 1,2] have provided important insights into the Opisthobranch fauna of 
the region, most of the current knowledge is based upon some old studies from 
Turkish and Israeli coasts [e.g. 3,4].   
The specimens reported here were obtained during a faunistic survey 
conducted on the coasts of Samandag and Yayladagi (Levantine coast of 
Turkey, close to the Turkish-Syrian border) between October 2008 and May 
2009. Collection of the specimens was carried out by SCUBA diving. All 
specimens were photographed alive, were preserved in 70% ethanol and are 
stored in the Istanbul University Science Faculty Hydrobiology Museum, 
Turkey. Of the ten opisthobranch species identified Facelina annulicornis and 
Pruvotfolia pselliotes are new records for the Levantine Sea. 
Collection 
Aplysia parvula Guilding in Morch, 1863  
Material examined: Yayladagi, 35°57'05"N, 35°55'10"E, under stone, depth 9 
m, 02.V.2009, 1 specimen 
Previous records from Levantine Sea: Turkey, Gulf of Fethiye [1], Gulf of 
Antalya [2]; Israel [4]  
Aplysia depilans Gmelin, 1791 
Material examined: Yayladagi, 35°57'05"N, 35°55'10"E, under stone, depth 4 
m, 02.V.2009, 1 specimen; 35°58'59"N, 35°57'22"E, under stone, depth 6 m, 
03.V.2009, 1 specimen 
Previous records from Levantine Sea: Turkey, Mersin [3], Tasucu [5], Kas 
and Gulf of Antalya [2] 
Pleurobranchus testudinarius Cantraine, 1835 
Material examined: Yayladagi, 35°58'59"N, 35°57'22"E, on sand, under stone, 
depth 6 m, 03.V.2009, 1 specimen 
Previous records from Levantine Sea: Turkey, Kas [2], Gulf of Antalya [1,2]; 
Israel [4] 
Hypselodoris picta (Schultz, 1836) 
Material examined: Yayladagi, 35°57'05"N, 35°55'10"E, rocky, depth 7 m, 
02.V.2009, 1 specimen 
Previous records from Levantine Sea: Turkey, Kas [1], Gulf of Antalya [1,2]; 
Israel [4] 
Hypselodoris infucata (Ruppell & Leuckart, 1830) 
Material examined: Yayladagi, 35°57'05"N, 35°55'10"E, under stone, depth 3-
5 m, 02.V.2009, 3 specimens 
Previous records from Levantine Sea: Turkey, Gulf of Iskenderun [6], Gulf of 
Fethiye [7]; Israel [8] 
Flabellina rubrolineata (O'Donoghue, 1929) 
Material examined: Samandag, 36°10'23"N, 35°52'43"E, rocky, depth 12 m, 
25.X.2008, 1 specimen 
Previous records from Levantine Sea: Turkey, Kas [2,7], Gulf of Antalya 
[2,7,9]; Israel [10] 
Dondice banyulensis Portmann & Sandmeier, 1960 
Material examined: Yayladagi, 35°58'59"N, 35°57'22"E, rocky, depth 16 m, 
03.V.2009, 1 specimen 
Previous records from Levantine Sea: Turkey, Mediterranean coast [9], Kas 
and Gulf of Antalya [1,2]    
Spurilla  neapolitana (Delle Chiaje, 1823) 
Material examined: Yayladagi, 36°00’34’’N, 35°58’48’’E, rocky, depth 3 m, 
03.V.2009, 1 specimen 
Previous records from Levantine Sea: Turkey, Kas [2], Gulf of Antalya [3] 
Facelina annulicornis (Chamisso & Eysenhardt, 1821) 
Material examined: Yayladagi, 36°00’34’’N, 35°58’48’’E, rocky, depth 3 m, 
03.V.2009, 1 specimen 
Remarks: This species recorded for the first time from the Levantine Sea. The 

closest records are from Bodrum (Turkish Aegean coast) and Istanbul (Sea of 
Marmara) [2]. 
Pruvotfolia pselliotes (Labbe, 1923) 
Material examined: Yayladagi, 35°58'59"N, 35°57'22"E, under stone, depth 6 
m, 03.V.2009, 1 specimen 
 Remarks: This species recorded for the first time from the Levantine Sea. The 
closest record is from Istanbul (Sea of Marmara) [2]. 
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