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APOGONIDAE
cardinalfishes

Cheilodipterus novemstriatus
Rippell, 1838
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Relevant synonyms: None
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Misidentification: None
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Meristic formula: D1,VI; D2, 14+9; A, 114+8; P, 11-13; V, I+5; LL, 23-24
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SHORT DESCRIPTION

Body slender, short snout. Terminal mouth with canine teeth in both jaws, although
lacking at the symphysis of lower jaw. Large eye, its diameter more than half at
vertical of its center. Two dorsal fins, the origin of the first slightly beyond pelvic fin
origin. Anal fin opposite to second dorsal fin. Caudal fin forked.

color: body silver-grey with five black stripes along the body. The upper runs near
dorsal fin base. The third runs from the snout through the eye to caudal peduncle.
The lower stripe runs along ventral surface, curving upward ending in front of pectoral
fin base. Large black spot surrounded by yellow background on the caudal peduncle.
Another black spot on the dorsal surface of caudal peduncle.

common size: 2-6 cm (max. 8 cm).

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS
» Apogon imberbis, Apogonichthyoides pharaonis, Jaydia smithi: no longitudinal stripes.
* Jaydia queketti, Ostorhinchus fasciatus: no black spots on the caudal peduncle.

Teraponidae: single dorsal fin (although with deep notch between the spines and
rays portion in some species); two flat spines on the operculum.
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BIOLOGY /ECOLOGY

Nocturnal fish. During the day finds shelter among rocks and corals, often observed
among urchin spines. During the night leaves the rocky habitat to feed in open areas.
Feeds on zooplankton. In the northern Red Sea many specimens were collected at
night along sandy shores at depths of 0.5-1.5 m. In the Mediterranean coast of
Lebanon and Israel it was sighted in large groups hovering over rocky substrate at
depths of up to 50 m.

habitat: during the day among corals and rocks, at night found in shallow open
areas near soft substrate.

DISTRIBUTION
Worldwide: Red Sea and Persian Gulf.

Mediterranean: Recorded first in Israel (Goren et al., 2010), then in Lebanon
(Bariche and Azzurro, 2013), Turkey (Turan et al., 2015), Cyprus (Kleitou et al., 2015).

MODE OF INTRODUCTION
Via the Suez Canal.

ESTABLISHMENT SUCCESS

Common.
speculated reasons for success: paucity of nocturnal competitors.

IMPORTANCE TO HUMANS
None

15t Med. record
Israel, 2010.
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