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Psenes pellucidus 
Lütken, 1880

NOMEIDAE 
drift fishes

SHORT DESCRIPTION
Body compressed, with narrow caudal peduncle. Medium-sized mouth, ending under 
anterior part of eye. Teeth in lower jaw knife-like; small and gently curved in the upper 
jaw. Two dorsal fins, the first originated above the operculum vertically in front of 
pectoral fin origin. Caudal fin forked. Very small scales, covering dorsal and anal fins 
bases. Tubes scales of lateral line close to dorsal profile.
color: dark blueish to grey-brownish and purple. Upper margin of dorsal fins and lower 
margin of anal fin dark.
common size: 12-16 cm (max. Mediterranean 60 cm, elsewhere 80 cm).

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS
•  Tetrapterus spp.: body cylindrical and elongated, first dorsal fin origin behind vertical 

of pectoral fin origin.
•  Centrolophus spp. and Schedophilus spp.: a single dorsal fin.
•  Cubiceps spp.: 20-26 soft rays in the second dorsal fin.

Relevant synonyms: Cubiceps ismaelensis
Misidentification: None
Meristic formula: D1, X-XII; D2, 27-33; A, II-III+26-33; P, 18-20.
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BIOLOGY / ECOLOGY
Feeds on zooplankton and small pelagic fishes.
habitat: Oceanic species, with epipelagic or mesopelagic juveniles, often associated 
with jellyfish and floating objects. Adults demersal on the continental slope.

DISTRIBUTION
Worldwide: temperate and warm waters of Atlantic, Indian and Pacific oceans.
Mediterranean: recorded first in Algeria (Dieuzeide and Roland, 1955) and 
successively recorded from Morocco (Maurin, 1962), Strait of Messina (Costa and 
Fanara, 1994), Balearic Islands (Riera et al., 1995), Gulf of Lions (Quignard and 
Tomasini, 2000), Sardinia (Follesa et al., 2006) and Gulf of Gabes, Tunisia (Ghanem 
et al., 2016).

MODE OF INTRODUCTION
Via Gibraltar.

ESTABLISHMENT SUCCESS
Rare. Since its first record, several specimens have been captured in Balearic Islands 
and the Strait of Messina.

IMPORTANCE TO HUMANS
No commercial value.
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