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Seriola rivoliana 
Cuvier, 1833

SHORT DESCRIPTION
Body elongate and moderately deep. Two dorsal fins, the first much smaller than the 
second. The first dorsal and anal rays distinctively longer than all others (19-22% 
of fork length). Caudal fin deeply forked. Upper jaw broad with wide supramaxilla, 
extending back to center of eye. First gill arch with 22-24 gill rakers in adult specimens.
color: adults with silvery violet to olive or blueish-green back which gradually changes 
to silvery on the ventral surface. Often with yellow elongated areas on the sides. 
Young (up to 20 cm total length) have a dark bar from the eye to dorsal fin origin and 
6-7 bars on the body.
common size: 50-80 cm (max. 120 cm).

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS
Seriola dumerili, S. fasciata and S. carpenteri: length of second dorsal fin lobe about 6 
to 8.6 times in fork length and usually slightly shorter than pectoral fin length.

Relevant synonyms: None
Misidentification: None
Meristic formula: D, VII + I + 27-33; A, II + I + 18-22; V, I + 5
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CARANGIDAE 
jacks, scads, runners
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BIOLOGY / ECOLOGY
Feeds on pelagic fishes and invertebrates. Eggs and larvae are planktonic.
habitat: pelagic, probably more oceanic than its congenerics. Juveniles found 
offshore under floating objects.

DISTRIBUTION
Worldwide: in all tropical seas and warm temperate regions.
Mediterranean: off Lampedusa Island (Castriota et al., 2002, 2004), northern Tunisia 
(Mansour et al., 2011), Balearic Islands (Valls et al., 2011) and Libya (Shakman et 
al., 2017).

MODE OF INTRODUCTION
Via Gibraltar. 

ESTABLISHMENT SUCCESS
Six specimens have been captured at different locations and years in the 
Mediterranean. However, due to its similarity to Seriola dumerili, it may have been 
confused with the latter and may be therefore more common.

IMPORTANCE TO HUMANS
Commercially important in its original range.

•  Carpenter K.E. and De Angelis N. (Eds.) 2016. The living marine resources of the Eastern Central Atlantic. 
Bony fishes part 2 (Perciformes). FAO Species Identification Guide for Fishery Purposes. Vol. 4: FAO, 
Rome.

•  Castriota L., Greco S. , Marino G. and Andaloro F. 2002. First record of Seriola rivoliana Cuvier, 1833 in 
the Mediterranean. Journal of Fish Biology, 60: 486-488.

•  Mansour S., Azzouz K., Boumaiza M., Ben Amor M.M. and Capapé C. 2011. First record of a rare carangid 
species, the Almaco Jack, Seriola rivoliana (Osteichthyes: Carangidae) in Tunisian marine waters (central 
Mediterranean). Cahier de Biologie Marine, 52(2): 187-192.

•  Shakman E.A., Ben Abdalha A., Talha F., Al-Faturi A., and Bariche M. 2017. First records of seven marine 
organisms of different origins from Libya (Mediterranean Sea). BioInvasions Records, 6(4): 377-382.

•  Valls M., A.M. Grau, E. Massutí, A. Tobaruela and F. Riera 2011. First record of Seriola rivoliana 
(Osteichthyes: Carangidae) in the western Mediterranean. Marine Biodiversity Records, 4: e91.

KEY REFERENCES

1st Med. record 
Lampedusa 
Island, 2000.

C
A

R
A

N
G

IF
O

R
M

E
S

https://ciesm.org/catalog/index.php?article=2021

