
Codium arabicum Kützing
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Relevant synonyms
Codium adhaerens var. arabicum

(Kützing) P.L.Crouan & H.M.Crouan
Codium coronatum Setchell

Habit. Bar = 2 cm.
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CODIACEAE

Short description
Medium (to 20-25 cm in diameter); encrusting cushion, green to dark green,
flat and irregularly lobed; utricles frequently composite (a mother-utricle
bears several daughter-utricles), cylindrical with apex rounded, 98-200
(-253) µm in diameter and 349-770 (-922) µm long; gametangia, to 110 µm in
diameter and 240-270 µm long, borne singly 270-300 µm below apex of utricle.

Distinguishing characteristics
The encrusting thallus, green to dark green, flat and irregularly lobed and the
utricles frequently composite, cylindrical 98-200 (-253) µm x 349-770 (-922) µm
are distinctive; confusion possible with the other encrusting species occurring
in the Mediterranean:
- C. adhaerens C.Agardh: thallus more closely adherent to the substratum,
smooth to folded into ridges weakly raised above the surface, and utricles thin-
ner (usually 40-100 µm x 500-1000 µm);
- C. coralloides (Kützing) P.C.Silva: utricles larger (210-440 µm x 1000-1700
µm) and never composite;
- C. effusum (Rafinesque) Delle Chiaje: thallus felted dark green and utricles
longer (to 750-1600 µm).
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CHLOROBIONTA
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1st Mediterranean record
Israel, 2011 [2007].
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Biology / Ecology / Habitat
Intertidal pools and subtidal communities; 0-10m depth, most frequent under
low-light conditions; present all year round.

Distribution
Worldwide: described from the Red Sea, Sinai Peninsula (Kützing, 1856);
widely distributed in the Indo-Pacific.Mediterranean: recorded first in 2007
from Israel, Haifa Bay (Hoffman et al., 2011); successively recorded from
Lebanon (Bitar, 2014). The identity and the Indo-Pacific origin of Mediter-
ranean populations have been confirmed by morphological and molecular
genetic studies (Hoffman et al., 2011).

Mode of introduction
Via the Suez Canal.

Establishment
Well established.

Importance to humans
Invasive.

https://ciesm.org/catalog/index.php?article=2004

